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is monotheistic. Nowadays Sikhs can be seen joining
happily in the Hindu festivals of Dusera, Devali, and the
rest, but they have sacrificed none of their individuality.
They still regard themselves very much as a chosen people ;
and their fidelity to the rule of abstaining from the use of
razor or scissors on'their beards or hair from birth to death,
makes them conspicuous. It also, presumably, helps to
keep tight the bonds of community.
At the time of partition, the Sikhs suffered inordinately.
Those sufferings have created discontent; and discontent
could easily grow into active opposition when sown among
a people who maintained their independence against the
Indian Empire of the Moghuls when it was at the peak of
its power under Akbar the Great. Should it, in the future,
flare into open revolt, the presence of a disproportionate
percentage of Sikhs in the army could be a serious matter
for the Indian Government. It is unlikely that the Indian
leaders have ignored the implications of the revolt of the
Karens in Burma.
It should be carefully noted that the discussion of the
possible future position of the Sikhs within the Indian Union
is purely hypothetical. Nothing that has happened so far
has given any reason for thinking that grave friction will
arise. It is advanced only as the simplest illustration of the
danger which might arise from unrepresentative recruiting
for the Armed Forces. At the moment, Sikh officers are
getting on very well indeed with their Hindu colleagues.
Certainly there was no suggestion of strain between a Sikh
Second Lieutenant and two other young officers of equal
rank who dined at the same table with me in the restaurant
car of an express train in 1949. The only potential strain
appeared to be on their capacity for whisky.
I was deep in a magazine hi the dining car when the trio
entered and asked whether the other three seats at the table
were engaged. They were an interesting group. Their
spokesman was a Signals Officer of the Indian Army. His